
Why is so important to teach sound doctrine?  
Text: 2 Timothy 4:1-4 

Introduction: 

1. The Lord's church has undergone a change over the past generation in far too many places 

regarding the necessity of sound doctrine.  

a. Members of the church of Christ used to be called "Bible-totin' Bible-quotin' Christians."  

b.  Elders used to demand the truth be preached no matter who wanted to hear it.  

c. Thousands were rescued from the kingdom of Satan and were translated into the kingdom 

of the Dear Son (Colossians 1:13,14).  

2. Today we have too many "preachers" who are too afraid they are going to "offend" some or "run 

some off" if they preach the truth in the manner they need to preach.  

a. They have decided they can lure the people in and lull them to sleep with watered-down 

sermonettes, rather than reprove, rebuke, and exhort as Paul commanded (2 Timothy 

4:2).  

3. Sound doctrine should still be demanded in every pulpit where the saints meet. Members of the 

church need to remember the words of Jesus...  

a. "Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and 

sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in the 

glory of his Father with the holy angels" (Mark 8:38).  

Sound doctrine should be taught because of these three reasons. . .  

I. The Savior Commands It.  

A. One may ask, "Where does the Savior command that sound doctrine be taught?"  

1)                        We must keep in mind when we read the New Testament we are 

reading the words of the Savior. Paul wrote “…I write unto you are the 

commandments of the Lord..”: (1 Corinthians 14:37) 

2)                        The Lord sent the Holy Spirit to inspire the writers of the New 

Testament: (John 16:13) 

3)                        Peter explained how the words of the New Testament came to be 

“…not of private interpretation..”:  (2 Peter 1:20-21) 

B. No man was given a thought and left to his discretion as to what exactly to write.  

1)                        All the writers were "carried along" or "borne along" by the Holy 

Spirit who was communicating the very words of Jesus. Jesus told the 

apostles:  (John 16:14-15).  

C. The Father told the Son; the Son told the Holy Spirit; and the Holy Spirit inspired the 

men to write heaven's words.  

D. Now, understanding that principle, we turn our attention to what the New Testament (the 

words of the Savior) has to say about sound doctrine. Notice Paul wrote “… when they 

will not endure sound doctrine….”  (2 Timothy 4:3-4).  

E. Paul was exhorting Timothy to remain faithful to the doctrine which had come from 

heaven (1 Timothy 1:3; 2 Timothy 2:2).  

1)                        The young preacher was warned by the aged apostle that there would 

be some who would turn from sound doctrine and turn unto fables.  

2)                        Paul equates sound doctrine with truth in this text, speaking of sound 

doctrine in one verse and the truth in another Paul also wrote “… 

Holding fast the faithful word…”  (Titus 1:9).  

a)      The context of this verse concerns itself with the qualifications of an 

elder.  

b)      A bishop is to be able to convict one, who would speak against or deny 

truth (gainsayer), by using sound doctrine.  



c)      This command came from the Savior also. Again Paul wrote “…speak 

thou the things which become sound doctrine” (Titus 2:1).  

F. How can those among us today say doctrine is not important? 

1)                         Jesus said to speak that which is sound doctrine.  

2)                        Therefore, because we are commanded to speak sound doctrine, there 

is the danger of speaking that which is not sound!  

3)                        That which is not sound is to be avoided (Romans 16:17,18).  

a)      The word "sound" means: "to have sound health, i.e., be well (in body); 

figuratively, to be uncorrupt (true in doctrine):--be in health, (be safe 

and) sound, (be) whole (-some) [Strong's].  

b)      Sound doctrine is that which is healthy to us spiritually.  

c)      To teach doctrine which is not sound is to teach a corrupted doctrine 

and one which will kill, not save.  

II. Salvation Demands It.  

A. Not only does the Savior command sound doctrine, but our salvation demands sound 

doctrine. Jesus said “….the truth shall make you free" (John 8:32).  

B. We have already noticed sound doctrine is equal to truth, so it is sound doctrine which 

sets us free.  

1)                        We can also see this point when we notice Romans 1:16 tells us that 

“…the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation…”  

2)                        The gospel is also equal to the truth as we notice in another place of 

Paul's writing “… salvation of the Spirit and belief of the truth…” (2 

Thessalonians 2:13-14).  

3)                        The gospel is God's power to save and it is equal to doctrine.  

a)      God's power to save could also be referred to as sound doctrine.  

b)      Therefore, our salvation demands sound doctrine.  

C. What is amazing is how some say doctrine is not important and at the same time try to 

show someone how to be saved.  

1)                        Sound doctrine is essential to salvation because the gospel is essential 

to salvation.  

2)                        The gospel is essential to salvation because the truth is essential.  

3)                        Yet, there are some who say we do not have to agree on doctrine!  

a)      Do we have to agree on truth?  

b)      Do we have to agree on the gospel?  

c)      All the terms are equal to each other!  

III. Sanctification Mandates It.  

A. The Savior commands sound doctrine because it is by truth we are set free.  

B. Not only is it by truth we are set free, but it is by truth we remain free.  

C. We must continue in the gospel in order to go to heaven “…continue in the faith 

grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel…” 

(Colossians 1:23)  

D. Speaking sound doctrine mandates we live a sanctified life.  

1)                        We are to live a life which is different from the world about us. Paul 

writes “… speak thou the things which become sound doctrine..” (Titus 2:1-5).  

E. Sound doctrine involves being the proper examples in our homes, being the proper 

examples in our personal lives, and being the proper examples of what Christians 

should be.  

F. We must continue in this doctrine to be healthy, spiritually.  

1)                        Therefore, there is not a time we can speak anything other than sound 

doctrine.  

Conclusion: 



1. So, why do we insist upon sound doctrine?  

2. Because the Savior commands it, our salvation demands it, and our sanctification mandates it!  

3. We must have sound doctrine in order to please God and go to heaven.  

4. We must study to know sound doctrine and then we must be willing to die in order to preserve it.  

5. We cannot fellowship those who do not uphold sound doctrine.  

6. We cannot compromise in order to avoid persecutions.  

7. Sound doctrine is essential to our salvation and we must demand it and defend it at all costs.  

8. What we need are more brethren who are not afraid of controversy and who see the need for 

standing in the gap and being heard for truth.  

9. We need more brethren who will demand sound doctrine.  

 


